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American Fork Junior High Active in Violence Prevention

Efforts Through National Program
Raleigh, NC, December 5, 2007 –– The Allstate Foundation recently presented $22,000 to Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) to support SAVE chapters in elementary, middle and high schools in Oklahoma and Utah in their efforts to prevent violence. 

American Fork Junior High has been selected as one of the schools to participate in the Allstate Foundation SAVE program in Utah.  American Fork Junior High has had an active school year thus far conducting numerous back to school safety activities.  The SAVE chapter put together mini lessons and provided them to each teacher in the school.  These lessons focused on promoting tolerance and understanding.  The chapter is participating in Mix-It-Up at Lunch Day and will be hosting a pledge drive during National Youth Violence Prevention Week (March 31 – April 4, 2008).  The chapter is making indicators for school fire drills to help teachers and students learn exit routes.  Later this school year they will conduct Easter basket collections for Primary Children's Hospital.  Mini lessons have been put together and provided for each teacher in the school on how to deal with and report violence at school.  
For more than 18 years, SAVE, a student-led nonprofit organization, has educated and empowered young people in schools and community-based organizations to prevent youth crime and violence. SAVE’s efforts engage close to 200,000 student members in schools and communities in 45 states, decreasing the potential for violence in K-12 schools and communities by promoting meaningful student involvement, education, and service opportunities. 
“This generous grant from The Allstate Foundation will assist students in finding real solutions to the issues of violence that they face each day,” stated Dr. Pamela L. Riley, Executive Director of SAVE.  

With support from Allstate agents and employee volunteers, SAVE chapters in Oklahoma and Utah will be able to provide leadership school-wide to ensure that all students in these schools will be encouraged and empowered with healthy life skills while being engaged in educational activities and opportunities to promote safety.  SAVE believes that every student should be able to attend a school that is safe and secure, free of fear and conducive to learning. Through The Allstate Foundation grant, participating SAVE chapters will receive:

· printed classroom resource materials including lesson plans and awareness brochures, affiliate chapter certification and membership cards, access to restricted site information via the National SAVE Web site, which includes the most up-to-date information and direct technical assistance.

· special recognition opportunities, including highlights on SAVE members, advisors and chapters.  

· ongoing updates on cutting-edge research on such topics as bullying, harassment and intimidation will be provided in schools.

· eligibility to apply for SAVE mini grants for local school safety activities.
The role of SAVE is becoming increasingly more important as crime and violence in our schools continues to erode the teaching and learning process. Thirty-two school-associated deaths occurred during the 2006-2007 school year.*   It is an extremely scary and unsettling situation for students, parents, and community members alike. 

“The Allstate Foundation recognizes the importance of enabling youth to reduce violence in their schools and create a more positive educational atmosphere,” said Melissa Stoloff with The Allstate Foundation in the Southwest Region.  “Teaching conflict resolution skills to children and teens is essential to the overall quality of life for young people. SAVE is exemplary of the type of non-profit organization that provides the proper direction to the students involved in their program, and we are glad The Allstate Foundation can partner with them to help build safe and vital communities.”

If you are interested in starting or assisting a SAVE chapter in your school or community or in obtaining safety tips for parents and students, visit the SAVE website at www.nationalsave.org or call toll free at 1-866-343-SAVE.  The Allstate Foundation also supports SAVE chapters in Indiana, Pennsylvania, North Carolina and South Carolina.  If you or your business/organization would like to support a SAVE chapter, please contact National SAVE. 

About SAVE

SAVE started in 1989 following the tragic death of a student who was trying to break up a fight at an off-campus party.  Students met first to console each other, then as an organization to promote violence prevention and to work together to prevent future incidents from occurring. SAVE provides education about the effects and consequences of violence and engages students in safe activities that benefit them and their community.  SAVE currently has over 1,700 chapters in 45 states, with nearly 200,000 members.  The National Association of SAVE is a student-run, student-initiated violence prevention organization . Additional information on SAVE can be reviewed at www.nationalsave.org or calling toll free 866.343.SAVE.

About The Allstate Foundation

Established in 1952, The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made possible by subsidiaries of The Allstate Corporation. The Allstate Foundation supports community initiatives to promote "safe and vital communities"; "tolerance, inclusion, and diversity"; and "economic empowerment." The Allstate Foundation believes in the financial potential of every individual and in helping America's families achieve their American dream.  For additional information, visit www.allstate.com/foundation.
*National School Safety and Security Services, 2007









