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Area Schools Active in National Violence Prevention Effort
December 29, 2006 – The Edgewood Junior High School Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) Chapter, Eastern Greene ELementary SAVE Chapter and Eastern Greene Junior High School SAVE Chapter are three of eight chapters in Pennsylvania sponsored by the Allstate Foundation through a donation to the National Association of SAVE.  For over 17 years SAVE, a student-led nonprofit organization, has educated and empowered young people in schools and community-based organizations to prevent youth crime and violence. SAVE’s efforts engage close to 200,000 student members in schools and communities in 45 states, decreasing the potential for violence in K-12 schools and communities by promoting meaningful student involvement, education, and service opportunities. “This generous grant from the Allstate Foundation will assist students in finding real solutions to the issues of violence that they face each day, “ stated Dr. Pamela L. Riley, Executive Director of SAVE.  

The Edgewood Junior High School Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) Chapter reached out to fifth grade students to build relationships with the students for when they enter junior high next year.  The fifth grade students had a chance to learn about junior high life, take a tour of the school and had an opportunity to question students and adults.  The Edgewood chapter participated in America’s Safe Schools Week and National SAVE Day by hosting a “Reach out to the Unreached” event. Each SAVE member was challenged to get to know at least one student they currently do not know during the week.  The chapter hosted numerous activities during Red Ribbon Week in October where they encouraged students not to use drugs and alcohol.   The chapter held a poster contest based on the theme “I’ve got better things to do than DRUGS.”  The chapter also conducted a Ghost Out Activity.  SAVE chapter members painted their faces white, wore black, and were unable to speak for an entire day.  They wore signs around their necks explaining how they died at the hand of violence.   Chapter members participated in a Youth Network Middle Level Training Institute where they were educated on the topics of communication, drugs, bullying, and building effective teams.  The chapter is taking on numerous community service projects including a stuffed animal drive to benefit the local fire department. 

The Eastern Greene Elementary School Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) Chapter had a busy fall!  The chapter hosted monthly educational and planning meetings. In early October the chapter conducted a Membership Drive.  On National SAVE day (October 18), the student advisory board hosted a SAVE rally for students in the fourth and fifth grades. The SAVE Rally educated the students about SAVE. The rally included bullying and conflict resolution skits, poems, and cheers and was both fun and educational. The students will walked away with an understanding of what SAVE stands for, how they can start making a difference in their school, and how to relate that information to their everyday lives.  In November, the chapter hosted an “Only Turkeys Choose Violence” event with violence prevention activities throughout the day at school.    In December the Chapter hosted an awareness and educational day called “Tell Violence Nighty-Night!” where all students were encouraged to wear their pajama’s to school in support of nonviolence.  “Eastern Greene SAVE is sharing the SAVE message with other schools in our community and county. We are building on the success of our elementary chapter by adding a Junior High Chapter this year.” Stated Kimberly Hill, Greene County SAVE Advisor.

Even though a newly formed SAVE Chapter, the Eastern Greene Junior High Chapter members are no strangers to the SAVE program. Many of the students were active in the Elementary SAVE Chapter and were anxious to continue the program when they started Junior High.  The chapter has hosted two meetings a month since October and hosted a SAVE Rally on October 19th in honor of National SAVE Day.  The rally educated students about SAVE and focused on important middle school issues that students face including bullying, peer pressure and ways to deal with conflict at home and at school.  The chapter hosted a membership drive in October and hosted a “Don’t Let Violence Turn You Inside Out!” day in November where students wore their clothing inside out in support of preventing violence.  In early December the SAVE Chapter visited Linton Elementary to teach them about SAVE and safety issues for elementary students.  They have numerous activities planned for the spring including the Bloomfield SAVE Rally, a Rock-A-Thon, activities for National Youth Violence Prevention Week, and will host a end of the year SAVE celebration.  

The role of SAVE is becoming increasingly more important as crime and violence in our schools continues to erode the teaching and learning process.  Seventeen school associated deaths have already occurred during the 2006-2007 school year.  There have been over 70 other non-death shootings, stabbings, riots and others incidents of violence that occurred nationwide this past school year (National School Safety and Security Services, 2006).   
“Community support at Allstate is an important extension of corporate values and business goals, and teaching conflict resolution skills to young people is important to their overall quality of life,” says Melanie Merrion, Allstate Foundation Community Relations Manager.  “SAVE is exemplarily of the type of non-profit organization that provides the proper direction to the students involved in their program,” says Merrion.
If you are interested in starting a SAVE chapter in your school or community or in obtaining safety tips for parents and students visit the SAVE website at www.nationalsave.org or call toll free at 1-866-343-SAVE.  
About SAVE

SAVE started at West Charlotte High School (N.C.) in 1989 following the tragic death of a student who was trying to break up a fight at an off-campus party.  Students met first to console each other, then as an organization to promote violence prevention and to work together to prevent future incidents from occurring. SAVE provides education about the effects and consequences of violence and engages students in safe activities that benefit them and their community.  SAVE currently has over 1,600 chapters in 45 states, with nearly 200,000 members, and adds an estimated one new chapter and 50 new student members each business day.  The National Association of SAVE is a student-run, student-initiated violence prevention organization that operates out of Raleigh, NC. Additional information on SAVE can be reviewed at www.nationalsave.org or calling toll free 866.343.SAVE.

About the Allstate Foundation

The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made possible by the Allstate Corporation. Allstate and The Allstate Foundation sponsor community initiatives to promote "safe and vital communities"; "tolerance, inclusion, and diversity"; and "economic empowerment".  The Allstate Foundation believes in the financial potential of every individual and in helping America's families achieve their American dream. Additional information on the Allstate Foundation can reviewed at www.allstate.com/foundation.
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