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McCormick’s Creek Students Making a Difference Through

Violence Prevention Efforts

June 23, 2008 –– Thanks to a grant from the Allstate Foundation, the National Association of Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE), is sponsoring 16 Indiana schools in their efforts to prevent violence.  The McCormick’s Creek Elementary students have been busy with various violence prevention, crime prevention, and conflict management strategies.  
With the help of the grant, the McCormick’s Creek Elementary School was able to create an afterschool club to educate children on good choices.   These were decisions about how to deal with violence, bullies, drugs, smoking and addictions of all kinds. This club met two nights per week and provided kids with an opportunity to have a place to hang out after school and take part in positive activities. It was attended by about 40 students.  The creation of this afterschool club gave children the option to attend the club twice a week instead of going home and finding something to do.  It created a positive environment for students and parents.  Students took part in skits, lessons, and in depth discussions about how to deal with and/or stay out of situations that could get them into trouble, hurt or even killed.  Positive attitudes were reinforced and stressed in each and every activity that took place.
For more than 19 years, SAVE, a student-led nonprofit organization has educated and empowered young people in schools and community-based organizations to prevent youth crime and violence. SAVE’s efforts engage close to 200,000 student members in schools and communities in 46 states, reducing the potential for violence in K-12 schools and communities by promoting meaningful student involvement, education and service opportunities. “This generous grant from the Allstate Foundation will assist students in finding real solutions to the issues of violence that they face each day, “ stated Dr. Pamela L. Riley, Executive Director of SAVE.  

“At Allstate, we believe in supporting organizations that promote safe and vital communities,” said Thomas F. Clarkson, regional vice president for Allstate in Indiana, Michigan and Ohio.  “To that end, we are proud to support SAVE and its efforts to teach conflict resolution skills to young people, which should result in safer communities for all of us.”

With support from Allstate agents and employee volunteers, 16 SAVE chapters will be able to provide school-wide leadership to ensure that all students in these schools will be encouraged and empowered with healthy life skills while being engaged in educational activities and opportunities to promote safety.  SAVE believes that every student should be able to attend a school that is safe and secure, free of fear and conducive to learning. 
- More -

The role of SAVE is becoming increasingly more important as crime and violence in schools continues to erode the teaching and learning process.  This past school year, sixteen violent deaths have occurred nationwide and another 65 non-death high profile violence incidents took place including shootings, stabbings and riots (National School Safety and Security Services, 2008).    
If you are interested in being a part of this Allstate Foundation project in Indiana by starting or supporting a SAVE chapter in your school or community visit the SAVE website at www.nationalsave.org or call toll free at 1-866-343-SAVE.  

About SAVE

SAVE started in 1989 following the tragic death of a student who was trying to break up a fight at an off-campus party.  Students met first to console each other, then as an organization to promote violence prevention and to work together to prevent future incidents from occurring. SAVE provides education about the effects and consequences of violence and engages students in safe activities that benefit them and their community.  SAVE currently has over 1,700 chapters in 46 states, with nearly 200,000 members.  The National Association of SAVE is a student-run, student-initiated violence prevention organization. Additional information on SAVE can be reviewed at www.nationalsave.org or calling toll free 866.343.SAVE.

About the Allstate Foundation

Established in 1952, The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made possible by subsidiaries of The Allstate Corporation. The Allstate Foundation partners with non-profit organizations on community initiatives that promote “safe and vital communities,” “tolerance, inclusion, and diversity” and “economic empowerment.” Teen driving and empowering victims of domestic violence have been priorities for the Foundation since 2005.  For additional information, visit www.allstate.com/foundation.
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