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**NEWS ALERT**


SAVE Offers Back to School Safety Tips and Programs:

The Allstate Foundation Partners With SAVE to Help Curb Violence 
as New School Year Begins

WHO:
SAVE students and advisors and administrators from West Charlotte High School, National SAVE Staff, Representatives from the Allstate Foundation 
WHY:
This past school year, sixteen violent deaths have occurred nationwide and another 65 non-death high profile violence incidents took place including shootings, stabbings and riots (National School Safety and Security Services, 2008). 

WHAT:
The Allstate Foundation will present $25,000 to Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) to support SAVE chapters in elementary, middle and high schools in Charlotte and other urban areas of North Carolina in their efforts to prevent violence.  West Charlotte High School, along with seven additional Charlotte area schools will participate in the Allstate Foundation/SAVE program in the 2008-2009 school year.   After the check presentation, students and advisors will have the opportunity to share their SAVE chapter successes, provide tips on how to make and discover ways to encourage other students to join SAVE’s efforts in their schools to create safer environments for learning.
OPPORTUNITY: 

Speak with West Charlotte High School SAVE students and advisors to hear how and why SAVE has been a success at their school; what school safety plans they have for the coming school year; and what tips they have for other Charlotte-area students who want to make their schools safer.  Dr. Pamela Riley, Executive Director of SAVE and school violence prevention expert, will also be available for interviews on back to school safety tips, along with West Charlotte High School Principal, John Modest.
WHEN:
Friday, August 15, 2008

                        11:00 am
Where:           West Charlotte High School 
                       Omni Area in Front of School
2219 Senior Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28216 
PH: (980)343-6060       

CONTACT:
For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact:

Dr. Pamela L. Riley, Executive Director of the National Association of Students Against Violence Everywhere,  drpriley@nationalsave.org or 336-601-1093 or Tammy Broadaway,
Special Populations Coordinator, West Charlotte High School, T.Broadaway@cms.k12.nc.us or 980-343-6060
SAVE Back to School Safety Tips for Parents:

· Check student records at school.

· Is your contact information correct?

· Do they have your work and cell phone number?

· Discuss with your child the school's weapons policies.

· Stress that no weapons can be brought onto school campus, including pocketknives, sling shots, and BB guns.

· Talk to them about what to do if they find a weapon. Under no circumstances should they touch the weapon. Find a responsible adult and tell them.

· Contact the school for a copy of their emergency policies. Review with your student what will happen in an emergency.

· Where will students be located?

· When and where will parents reunite with children?

· Contact the school for a copy of their safe school plan.

· Do they have a plan that has been practiced?

· What measures are being taken to ensure that your child's safety is a school priority?

· Discuss with students the importance of sharing information.

· Stress to them that if they hear students talking about being destructive or hurting someone, that it is OK to tell a trusted adult - parent, teacher, counselor, law enforcement officer, principal.

· Encourage your child to join the SAVE chapter at school or to work to establish a SAVE chapter.
About SAVE

SAVE started at West Charlotte High School (NC) in 1989 following the tragic death of a student who was trying to break up a fight at an off-campus party.  Students met first to console each other, then as an organization to promote violence prevention and to work together to prevent future incidents from occurring. SAVE provides education about the effects and consequences of violence and engages students in safe activities that benefit them and their community.  SAVE currently has over 1,700 chapters in 46 states, with nearly 200,000 members.  The National Association of SAVE is a student-run, student-initiated violence prevention organization that operates out of Raleigh, NC. Additional information on SAVE can be reviewed at www.nationalsave.org or calling toll free 866.343.SAVE. 

About the Allstate Foundation

Established in 1952, The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made possible by subsidiaries of The Allstate Corporation. The Allstate Foundation partners with non-profit organizations on community initiatives that promote “safe and vital communities,” “tolerance, inclusion, and diversity” and “economic empowerment.” Teen driving and empowering victims of domestic violence have been priorities for the Foundation since 2005.  For additional information, visit www.allstate.com/foundation.

