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Ira High School: W111 host the
West Texas SAVE (Students

Against Violence Everywhete)

summit Friday.

One Day will be playmg -as
students - begin. arriving - and
checking inat8am. .. -

Supt. Jay Waller and 'Dale
Jones, principal, will give the
introduction at ¢ am, Speakers
inchide Katrina Reynolds, spon-
sor of Ira’s SAVE chapter, and
Carleen Wray of the natmnal
SAVE organization.

Activities will include ice -

breakcmthatmll!gﬂ,m e 'cEiin.g
students the opportimity to
know each other, They wal leard
what SAVE -is, how they can
make a difference and how to
form. their own’ chapter. More
activities and speakers will. fol-
low.the unch break.

Daring group sessions, Ira
SAVE members will break into
six groups and discuss leader-
ship, awareness, : commumica-
tion, empowerment and engage-
ment

Jamw Phagan arp) WilSOIl,'

Ira- senior and national ‘SAVE

youth advisory board sccretary
traveléd. to: Washington, D.C,
last week to participate in.a twa—
day meeting on youth violence
prevention with US. govem-
ment agencies and national orga-
nizattons.

The meeting, convened by the

‘Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC)and its part-

_ners, gave local youth leaders an

oppcrtumtytos!mretheumlghts
for . effectively engaging other
youﬂm arotmd this issue.
Youth violence -is a public
health crisis, according to CDC
officials. Recent CDC statistics
show’ 20 percent of high school
students repott being bullied at
school and more than 30 percent
report having been in a physical
fight.. , ,
Almost 620,000 young people

that can negatlvely aﬁ'ect klds at

any:.age .in - any- c0mmumty,‘ﬂ
Wilson_ said:: “Evéryotie; has a-

responsibility. to help prevent
youth' viclence and the factors

‘that contribute to it and youth

can play akey role in effectively

reaching out to .and educating-

our peers. We are very excited to
have been invited to'this impor-

tantmccﬂngtoshareamexpen «

ences and ideas.”
The gathering in- Washlngton
was. -the first meeting of the

before it staris xequn'es a umﬁed
effott among organizations from
multiple-disciplines. Each -of us
has a unique role to-play in our
commuynities to' keep children
safe so that they can live to their

full potenitial,” Wray-said..

“The direct involvement of
youth 'who can promote “and

) parhc:i'pate in evidence-based

that work is espec1a11y

_cnt:cal Youth” leaders can “be

very effective ambassadors for ni
violence - prevention in their
communities.”

Youth leaders attending the
meeting, mcludmg those from
SAVE, led the session “Learning
and Gaining from Youth Involve-

ment” and work-group discus- pi
‘sions on. engaging youth. and
-providing leadership  opportuni-

ties to: young people to support
the health and éafety 'of commu-

!

CDC’s Striving to Reduce Youth

Violence Everywhere parmer- ;

shlpnetworlc

'U.S."Surgeon General Regina -
Benjamin addressed attendees -

with- videotaped : remarks, and

the Commiissioner of the Admin- *
istration on Children, Youth and .
Families, Bryan Samuels also S

between the ages of 10 and 24 spoke.

were treated in emergency
departments for injuries sus-
tained from violence in 2009. -

Homicide is the second lead-
ing cause of death among young

people; with: an ‘average of 16 -

youth'ifurdered every day: ="
“Youth violence is a problem

More than. 40 nauonal and
regional -organizations; a5 well :
as -representatives. of the»1J.S, "

Departments of Justiee, Educa+

tion, and" Housing' and 'Urban.

Development, partlclpated inthe

“Preventmg y th 'vxolenoe'

ish School to host SAVE summlt Friday

SAVE started at West Char-
lotte ngh School in Charlotte,
N.C. in 1985 following the death
of a student who was trying tc
break up a fight at an off-campus

Students met first to console
each other, then as an organiza-
tion to protnote violence preven-
tion and to work together to
- prevent future incidents from
o

SAVE provides education
about the effects and conse-
quences of violence and helps
provide safe activities for stu-
dents, parents and communities.

For more information on
SAVE or starting a chapter, visil

- www.nationdlsave.org, or call

(866) 343-SAVE to receive free
start-up materials and guidance.



