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Allstate Foundation Southeast Region 

Youth Voices… Grown-Up Choices Initiative 

 
General overview of the program and how it addresses the Allstate Foundation’s focus 
area:  

 The National Association of Students Against Violence Everywhere is addressing the 
Allstate Foundation focus area of Teen Driver Safety, by teaming up with the Southeast 
Allstate Foundation to establish the integrated initiative called the Allstate Foundation 
SAVE: Youth Voices…Grown-Up Choices! Teen Safe Driving Program.  This 
initiative engages and empowers young people with the knowledge and skills necessary 
to encourage Teen Safe Driving among their peers.  This fall special emphasis was 
given to Teen Driver Safety during key highlighted times, including Back to School, 
Americaôs Safe Schools Week (October 19-23) and during the Fall/Winter Holidays.  
 

 This grant from the Allstate Foundation supported the Teen Safe Driving efforts of 
students and staff at eight schools in urban areas of North Carolina. In additional two 
schools from Union County (Charlotte metro area) were sponsored at the request of an 
Allstate Agent.   
 

 This grant funded the 20th Anniversary National SAVE 
Youth Summit, where over 400 attendees from across the 
country were empowered and educated on youth safety 
strategies with a specific focus on Teen Driver Safety.  
Allstate agents, Ava Alston Brownlee from Durham, 
Geraldine Plott from Charlotte, and Julie Crowell from 
Monroe, attended the event.  Other Allstate 
representatives, including Michelle Maxey and Sheena 
Batson, were involved in the Summit. 
 

 SAVE staff along with students and SAVE students 
from 2 Charlotte area high schools participated in the 
Action Against Distraction event in Charlotte on 
September 22nd. 
 

 SAVE cooperated with other Allstate Foundation partners, such as the Boys and 
Girls Clubs and YMCAs of Wake County.  Dr. Riley met with Allstate spokeperson, 
Dennis Haysbert, in Raleigh. 

 
Media Coverage - Press releases were issued to major media outlets in the Southeast Region. 

 PRESS RELEASE: The Allstate Foundation Partners with Students Against Violence 
Everywhere (SAVE) to Promote Teen Safety ~ July 20, 2009 

 MEDIA ALERT: National Association of Students Against Violence Everywhere Hosts 
Summit to Celebrate 20th Anniversary ~ Students and Community Members From 
Across the Country Gather at Birthplace of SAVE for Violence Prevention Event ~ 
October 14, 2009 

 PRESS RELEASE: National Association of Students Against Violence Everywhere 
Hosts Summit to Celebrate 20th Anniversary ~ Students and Community Members From 
Across the Country Gather at Birthplace of SAVE for Violence Prevention Event ~ 
October 17, 2009 

 Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools 

http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/July20PressRelease.pdf
http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/July20PressRelease.pdf
http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Word/2009%20SAVE%20Summit%20MEDIA%20ALERT.doc
http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Word/2009%20SAVE%20Summit%20MEDIA%20ALERT.doc
http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Word/2009%20SAVE%20Summit%20MEDIA%20ALERT.doc
http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Word/2009%20SAVE%20Summit%20Release.doc
http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Word/2009%20SAVE%20Summit%20Release.doc
http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Word/2009%20SAVE%20Summit%20Release.doc
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o Alexôs legacy: http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/news/Pages/Alex'sLegacy100709.aspx 
o West Charlotte High students drive home messages on teen safety: 

http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/news/Pages/WestCharlotteHighstudentsdrivehomeme
ssagesonteensafety072009.aspx 

 WCNC.com - Charlotte, NC  
o Students from across the country come to Charlotte to stop violence  

(10/17/09)  
 Charlotte Observer - Charlotte, NC  

o Students come to Charlotte to S.A.V.E. violence (10/17/09)  
o Students Against Violence Everywhere - images (10/17/09)  
o From one hero to 200,000 (10/17/09)  

 News 14 Carolina - Chapel Hill, NC  
o Student anti-violence celebrates 20th anniversary (10/17/09)  

 WFAE - Charlotte, NC 
o Teen Violence - Mike Collins talks with Dr. Pamela Riley – Executive 

Director, National SAVE (10/13/09)  

Highlights and successes of the program  
 

 Sponsorship of North Carolina Schools - Schools being sponsored for Teen Safe 
Driving Activities and Number of people impacted by the program: 

 

School 
# Youth 
reached 

Ages 

Chapel Hill High School, Chapel Hill 450 14-19 

Farmville Central High School, Farmville 200 13-17 

Garner Magnet High School, Garner 2000 15-18 

Harding University High School, Charlotte 1000 14-18 

Highland School of Technology, Gastonia 600 15-18 

Laney High School, Wilmington 1800 14-18 

Northwest Guilford High School, Greensboro 2000 14-18 

Sun Valley High School, Monroe 1315 14-18 

Weddington High School, Matthews  1000 12-18 

West Charlotte High School, Charlotte 1500 14-18 

TOTAL 11865 12-19 

 
 

¶ Allstate Involvement  
 

 Sponsored schools received a Banner highlighting Allstateôs sponsorship of 
SAVE for display at chapter meetings and events.   

 
 Allstate Foundation sponsorship of SAVE was highlighted in newsletters, via 

publication of resource materials and on the National SAVE website:  
 

 http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Allstate.php  
 http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Allstate%20Southeast.php 
 http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceAUG09.pdf 
 http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceSEP09.pdf  
 http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceOCT09.pdf  

http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/news/Pages/Alex'sLegacy100709.aspx
http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/news/Pages/WestCharlotteHighstudentsdrivehomemessagesonteensafety072009.aspx
http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/news/Pages/WestCharlotteHighstudentsdrivehomemessagesonteensafety072009.aspx
http://www.wcnc.com/news/local/stories/wcnc-101709-sjf-SAVEconference.227c5df3c.html
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/breaking/story/1006679.html#none
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/galleries/gallery/1005284.html?spill=6?img=6%20target=
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/topstories/story/1005544.html
http://news14.com/charlotte-news-104-content/top_stories/616272/student-anti-violence-celebrates-20th-anniversary?ap=1&Flash%20
http://charlotteblogs.wordpress.com/2009/10/12/tuesday-october-13-2009-teen-violence/
http://charlotteblogs.wordpress.com/2009/10/12/tuesday-october-13-2009-teen-violence/
http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Allstate.php
http://www.nationalsave.org/main/Allstate%20Southeast.php
http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceAUG09.pdf
http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceSEP09.pdf
http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceOCT09.pdf
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 http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceNOV09.pdf  
 http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceDEC09.pdf  

 

¶ Sponsored chapters received:  
 Mini Grant Funds for Teen Safe Driving Activities 
 Free Chapter Membership for the 2009-2010 school year   
 Free SAVE Materials and Teen Safe Driving Materialsï  

 A Teen Safe Driving Tool Kit with Student and Parent Brochures, 
Posters, Lesson Plan, and Banner  

 2nd Edition SAVE Essentials Manual: A SAVE Tool Kit 
 Back to School Safety Materials 
 National SAVE Day Materials 
 Youth Safety Calendar 

 Ongoing Support and Technical Assistance for SAVE’s Youth Safety Efforts 

 
Award Recipients and Highlights of Chapter Activities 
 
Chapel Hill High School ï Our biggest activity of 
the year will come in May with our Mock Crash. This 
is a major event involving all of our local emergency 
services (police, fire, EMS, UNC Air Care, NC State 
Highway Patrol, ALE, 911 Call Center, UNC Trauma 
Team, UNC Injury Prevention Center). This is a two 
hour event starting with an assembly with speakers 
from law enforcement, emergency medicine and 
judicial system and the actual staged crash in our 
football stadium is done in real time. Students act as 
the victims and the drunk driver. The event is 
planned for May 21, 2010.   
Allstate Agent Involvement ï We had no 
involvement with our Allstate Agents this fall, but we will contact them in the spring. 
 
 
Farmville Central High School ï Farmville Central High School is still in the planning stage for 
our mock crash scene for prospective driversô education students to increase their driver 
awareness. 
Allstate Agent Involvement ï We plan to contact our local agent in the spring. 
 
 
Garner Magnet High School ï Our SAVE Chapter 
worked with the ñKeep the Driveò event sponsored by 
Allstate Foundation in which we had 45-50 students 
attend after school.  A well received event by the 
students and staff.  Through the Trojan Vision 
announcements, we relayed for a week, information 
regarding safe driving tips.  In conjunction with this 
the club members created ñSafety Turkeysò that were 
placed throughout the school before Thanksgiving 
holidays.  They created the turkeys with helpful 
driving hints on how to stay safe in the car as a driver 
AND as a passenger.  In addition we have SAVE 
posters strategically posted within the school for 
students to see regarding safe driving. 

http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceNOV09.pdf
http://www.nationalsave.org/PDF/eSourceDEC09.pdf
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For the spring semester our big event will be for a Safe Prom and Graduation é we will 
distribute information during the week of Prom and get students to sign pledges to be sober and 
safe for the event.  Also, we hand out pencils and rubber bracelets as reminders.  This year, we 
want to have an event held in conjunction with the Garner Police department that helps educate 
students about drunk driving and safe driving.  Also, we want to be able to reach more students 
with the promo items we hand out.  The funding will assist greatly with this. 
We want to hold a safe driving poster competition within the school and be able to award prizes 
to the best poster(s) with the population and have them displayed in the main lobby of the 
school. 
Allstate Agent Involvement ï Unfortunately we have not been in contact yet with any of our 
local Allstate agents.  This is on the top of our list of items for the spring semester.  Allstate 
representatives from the Keep the Drive event worked with our students to put on a safe driving 
rally at the school. 
 
Harding University High School ï Harding 
University High School is working on several events 
for this academic year. We participated in the Safe 
Driving Event in Charlotte in September and the 
SAVE Peace Garden Ceremony.  We conducted a 
memorial ceremony and released balloons to 
commemorate the tragic death of Travis Davis, a 
football player killed by violence. The SAVE Chapter 
attended the National SAVE Youth Summit hosted 
by Allstate and SAVE at West Charlotte High School 
and participated in a Bullying Prevention Training 
Program. All of these events and more are due to 
the generosity of Allstate. 
Allstate Agent Involvement ï We will include the 
local agents in upcoming events. 
 
 
Highland School of Technology SAVE Chapter - We hosted a SAVE rally on October 14, 
2009. Our SAVE chapter partnered with our advanced theater arts classes to produce a video 
recreating the Alex Orange story, using students at our school. All students attended the rally. 
We also had students to sign an ñI Believeò poster during lunches for this week. They signed 
their name and short belief statements. Our SAVE members attended the National SAVE Youth 
Summit in Charlotte, NC.  Students presented statistics and Teen Safe Driving tips in 
conjunction with our Red Ribbon Week message. 
 
Approximately 150 juniors and seniors took part in a texting and driving presentation by our 
local police officers on November 17, 2009. The students drove a golf cart, then drove the same 
course while texting to 
see how many cones 
they knocked down. 
The students were also 
shown a graphic video 
with an accident 
scenario showing the 
physical injuries and 
death that may result 
from texting and diving. 
The students reacted 
very positively to the 
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SAVE rally. Our administration was very complimentary of our clubôs efforts to promote 
thoughtful decision-making by our students including conflict resolution, saying ñNoò to alcohol 
and drugs, and driving safety. The juniors and seniors who participated in the texting and driving 
activity with the local policemen were surprised at how much their driving skills were influenced 
by the distraction of texting. They were also visibly emotional at the serious accident scenario 
presented in the video.  
 
Allstate Agent Involvement: We sent an invitation email to Mr. John Brown, Allstate Agent, 
asking for his participation in our events and the SAVE Rally on October 14, 2009. We sent him 
a thank you for his participation to date and we are looking forward to working with him in the 
spring semester. 
 
Laney High School ïDuring Americaôs Safe 
Schools Week, we held a National SAVE Day 
Teen Safe Driving Event in our parking lot 
where we surveyed 190 drivers.  We found out 
that only 39% of those we surveyed got 8 or 
more hours of sleep per night.  Also, only 28% 
of them never use their cell phone while driving, 
only 16% drive without passengers in their car, 
and 85% always wear their seat belts.  From 
this information, we are creating public service 
announcements and flyers that will be used 
school wide.  We have a team of people 
working on these right now to be used right after 
the winter break.   
 
As for measurable results related to Teen Driver Safety issues, we will most likely see the 
greatest impact when we do our post-survey in the spring.  This will come after our push to help 
people sleep more, not use their cell phones in the car, and decrease distractions by limiting the 
number of passengers.   
 
In the spring, we will be focusing on Teen Driver Safety activities including the campaigns to 
promote adequate sleep, no cell phone usage while driving, and decreasing distractions by 
limiting the number of passengers in the car.  We have also made preliminary plans to have a 
mock crash around prom time to get more people involved in making smart decisions about safe 
driving (date to be determined).   
Allstate Agent Involvement ï We invited all of the Allstate agents in our area (Agents George 
Young, Randy Gibson, Mona at the College Road office, and Ron Barber) to attend any of 
our Fall events.  We faxed a letter with our Fall 2009 Calendar of Events and told them to 
please attend at any time.  Although no agents attended fall events, we are hoping to involve 
them in the spring. 

 
Northwest Guilford High School – Our SAVE 
Chapter is working on strengthening the SAVE 
chapter through unity.  This fall we have been 
focusing on sharing teen safe driving 
information with our students.  We are planning 
several teen safe driving events for the spring 
including R U Buckled. We have conducted 
awareness activities including creating and 
hanging safe driving posters and sharing stats. 
We are planning an assembly at our school for 
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the Junior and Senior students. We hope to prevent accidents by informing them and showing 
them what can happen when teens donôt drive safety. 
Allstate Agent Involvement ï We plan to contact our local Allstate Agent for spring events. 
 
 
Sun Valley High School ï We will be having our School Resource Officer organize in the 
spring semester, a Vehicle Impact Program that will show the dangers of being in a car 
accident, and encourage students to make good driving decisions.  
Allstate Agent Involvement ï We plan to contact our local Allstate Agent for spring events. 
  
 
Weddington High School ï Weddington High School SAVE Chapter is a brand new Chapter 
and as such we are still very much in the planning stages for our Safe Teen Driving activities. 
The core group of student leaders has been established and the campaign to interest more 
members is underway. The leader council has been planning events to enforce the message of 
Safe Teen Driving. We are working with the other clubs in the school with similar missions to 
make a collected impact on our school. One goal the leadership council would like to explore is 
the involvement of the middle and elementary schools which are part of our school cluster ï 
guided by the belief that safe driving starts early with seat belt training.  
Allstate Agent Involvement ï We are planning to contact our local agent concerning spring 
events. 
 
 
West Charlotte High School ï 
Our SAVE Chapter has become 
quite popular across campus. Into 
December, students were still 
asking to join. SAVE has been 
recognized by the following media 
outlets: The Charlotte Observer, 
CMS News, local television 
stations, Power 98 Radio Station 
and the Charlotte Post. As part of 
our Safe Teen Driving activities, we 
announced safe-driving facts 
during the week of 11-30-09 during 
the schoolôs morning 
announcements. For example: 
ñTodayôs fact is: fifty-six percent of teen drivers said they use their cell phones while driving. 
Donôt be tempted to use your cell phone while driving. Pull over to make a call and wait until 
youôre at home to text. No message is important enough to end your life!ò 
Allstate Agent Involvement ï Luther Carter and Leon Scott attended the check 
presentation. West Charlotte is planning to contact our agent in the spring. 
 
 
Spring Activities 
¶ Chapters will continue their Teen Safe Driving efforts during the Spring and will conduct 

activities during National Youth Traffic Safety Month (May) 

¶ Chapters are also being encouraged to participate in other Allstate Foundation 
sponsored activities including: 

o Act Out Loud 
o Keep the Drive High School Journalism Contest 
o X the TEXT. 
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Thank you again to the Allstate Foundation for your continuing support of the activities of 
Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) chapters in the Southeast Region.  With your 
assistance we are making great strides in reaching our goal to engage and empower young 
people with the knowledge and skills necessary to encourage Teen Safe Driving among their 
peers. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Dr. Pamela L. Riley, Executive Director 
Date 1/25/10 
 
 


